Susceptibility of human enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli isolates to growth inhibition by porcine intestinal epithelial cells.
Growth of human, but not porcine enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli (ETEC) isolates is inhibited during incubation with porcine intestinal epithelial cells and by a constitutively produced factor(s) present in unstimulated cell supernatants. The inhibitory factor(s) is heat stable, not produced by serum-starved cells, and is present in a diverse number of cultured epithelial cell lines of animal, but not of human origin. Susceptibility to porcine intestinal epithelial cells appears to be restricted to ETEC and not E. coli O157:H7 disease isolates.